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SUB J : REPLACEMENT FIGHTER: STATE SECRETARY STEMERDINK'S 
COMMENTS ON THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY 

REF: THE HAGUE 4733 

1. DCM SAW DEFENSE STATE SECRETARY STEMERDINK OCTOBER 24 
TO PURSUE DISCUSSION OF PROBLEM RAISED BY STEMERDINK 
IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATION OF PERSUADING CERTAIN LEFT- 
WING POLITICIANS THAT THE NETHERLANDS DOES INDEED NEE 
A SOPHISTICATED LIMITED AIR SUPERIORITY FIGHTER TO 
REPLACE ITS F-104S. STEMERDINK ACCEPTED THAT IT WOULD 
BE RISKY FOR US AUTHORITIES TO ATTEMPT TO SECURE A NEW 
NATO STATEMENT OR FINDING TO JUSTIFY THE SALE OF AN 
AMERICAN REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT TO THE NETHERLANDS. HE 
SAID A PROBLEM WAS CAUSED BY AN OSD SECRET REPORT EN- 
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BY USNATO TO NATO DEPUTY SYG PANSA LAST JULY 31, WHICH 
SUGGESTED THAT THE RNLAF COULD FLL ITS NATO-ASSIGNED 
FUTURE ROLE WITH A/7 AIRCRAFT AND WHICH OMITTED ANY 
MENTION OF THE YF-16 OR THE YF-17. DCM TOLD STEMERDINK 
HE WOULD LOOK INTO THE MATTER PROMPTLY AND BE BACK IN 
TOUCH WITH HIM (FULL DETAILS BY MEMCON). 

2. DCM SAID HE HAD HEARD FROMA JOURNALIST THAT MOD 
VREDELING HAD ALREADY MADE UP HIS MIND THAT THE NETHER- 
LANDS SHOULD BY THE MIRAGE SUPER F-l. VREDELING'S 
PRINCIPAL REASON WAS SAID TO BE HIS WELL-KNOWN OBJECTIVE 
OF BUILDING UP AN AUTONOMOUS EUROPEAN (CONVENTIONAL) 

DEFNESE FORCE BASED ON ACTIVE AND SIGNIFICANT FRENCH 
COOPERATION WITH ITS EUROPEAN PARTNERS. ACCORDING TO 
THE JOURNALIST. VREDELING SAW THE REPLACEMENT FIGHTER 
SALE AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE FRANCE IN THE DESIRED 
DIRECTION. 

3. STEMERDINK NEITTHER CONFIRMED NOR DENIED VREDELING'S 
PREDILECTION FOR THE FRENCH PRODUCT BUT SAID CATE- 
GORICALLY THAT VREDELING WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE ABLE TO 
MAKE ANY RECOMMENDATION RE THE REPLACEMENT FIGHTER IN 
WHICH STEMERDINK DID NOT CONCUR. SINCE STEMERDINK WAS 
NOT RPT NOT IN FAVOR OF THE MIRAGE, HE COULD IN EFFECT 
KILL WHATEVER CHANCES THE MIRAGE HAD WITHIN THE MOD. 

WITH NO TRACE OEITHER BOASTING OR FALSE MODESTY, HE 

SAID THAT HE WAS TOO IMPORTANT POLITICALLY TO BOTH 

VREDELING AND THE DUTCH LABOR PARTY FOR VREDELING TO 

TRY TO OVERRIDE STEMERDINK'S VIEWS ON THE REPLACEMENT 

FIGHTER QUESTION. STEMERDINK LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT THE MIRAGE 

WAS NOT THE REAL PROBLEM FOR THOSE LIKE HIMSELF WHO FAVORED 

AN AMERICAN PLANE. RATHER IT WAS THOSE, AS INDICATED IN PARA 1, 

WHO WERE TRYING TO BLOCK THEPURCHASE OF A SOPHISTICATED LIMITED 
AIR SUPERIORITY REPLACEMENT FIGHTER ON THE GROUND THAT 

SUCH AN AIRCRAFT EXCEEDED THE FUTURE REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE RNLAF. 

GOULD 
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